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To ol whom 3 MaAY Conoern:

Be it known that I, Groree BLEDSOE, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Clinton, in the county of Sampson and
State of North Carolina, have invented a
new and useful Improvement in Plows, of
which the following is a specification.

The present invention relates to agricul-
tural implements for tilling the soil; being
designed more particularly as an improve-
ment on the type of implement for prepar-
ing the soil for receiving. grain and which
may be used for cultlvatmtr after the seed

‘has germindted.

The inhvention consist$ of a beam, a runner
having rigid connection with the beam, a
standard pivotally connected at its lower
end to the runner and adjustably connected
at its upper end to the beam, and a blade
attached to the standard and adjustable
therewith for varying its pitch accord-
ing to the nature of the work and charac-
ter of the soil. :

The invention also consists of an imple-
mient which may be readily converted and
adapted to meet varying conditions of work,
soil and climate, so as to operate with the
saine efficienicy in either capacity as an im-
plement especially constructed for the par-
ticular requirement.

The invention further consists of the

novel features and details of construction,
which hereinafter will be more fully dis-
closed and claimed.

The drawings illustrate the préferred em-
bodiment of the invention; however, in
ddapting the same to meat "the many ex-
igencies arising, it is to be understood that
various changes in the form, proportion,
and minor details of constriction may be
resorted to without departing from the na-
ture of the invention.

In the drawings:—
~ Figure 1 is a top plan view of the imple-
ment,

Flg is an elevation partly in section,

Fig. 3 is 4 detail ‘perspectivé view of the
standard and runner, the parts being sepa-
rated,

Flg 4 is a top plan view of a modifica-
tion, and

Fig. 5 is a side view of the modification
illustrated in Fig. 4. .

Correspondlnfr and like parts are re-
forred to in the following description and
indicated in all the views of the drawings
by the same reference characters.

The implement comprises a beam 1, which
may be of any approved constr uction. Han-
dle bars 2 are rigidly connected to the rear
end of the beam 1 and have their lower ends
projecting below such beam for a short dis-
tance, the projecting ends coming upon op-
posite sides of the part of the runner which
1s rigidly attached to the beam. Opposite
sides of the beam 1 are mortised to receive
the handle bars which are secured thereto
by means of a transverse bolt 3.

The runner comprises a longitudinal bar
4, an upright portion 5. an inclined portion

-6 and a horizontal portion 7. These several

parts are of integral formation, the runner
being rigidly connected to the beam in any

substantial way. The horizontal portion 7

of the runner underlies the rear end of the
beam 1 and comes between the lower ends
of the handle bars 2 and is secured to the
beam by means of vertically disposed bolts
or fastenings 8. The inclined portion 6 of
the runner CO‘]‘%fltﬂi'e‘S in effect a brace and is
disposed between the depending ends of the
handle bars and is secured to the lower ends
of such handle bars by means of a transverse
bolt or fastening 9. The longitudinal mem-
ber or bar 4 of the runner 18 formed with
a slot 10, which extends vertically and lon-
01tud1nfallv of the runner and receives a
holt or tastemng 11. The forward end of
the member 4 is reduced and passes between
the members comprising the standard 12.

A shoe 13 is fitted to the under side of the
member 4 and projects laterally and for-
ward and rearwardly from such member.
The bolt or fastening 11 serves to secure the
shoe 18 to the runner in the desired adjust-
ed position. The shoe 13 may be case har-

. dened; or otherwise treited so as to sustain
, -the wear without frequent replacement,
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The shoe 18, in conjunction with the longi-
tudinal bar or member 4 of the runner,
serves to steady the implement when in op-
eration and prevents any side draft when
the shovel blade is of the variety tending
to throw the earth to one side.

The standard 12 comprises complemental
members which are transversely spaced and
have their upper ends spread so as to extend
along opposite sides of the beam 1. The
lower ends of the members comprisinf the
standard receive the reduced end of the
members 4 between them and are connected
to such member by means of a pivot fasten-
ing 14, which may consist of a bolt, rivet
or the like. The upper ends of the members
comprising the standard are formed with
openings 15, which are adapted to register
with a series of openings 16, formed in the
beam 1 in concentric relation with the pivot
fastening 14. A bolt or fastening 17 is
adapted to pass through registering open-
ings 15 and 16 so as to secure the standard
12 in the required adjusted position.

A shovel blade 18 is secured to the stand-
ard 12 by means of a bolt or fastening 19,
the latter extending through an opening
formed in the shovel blade and passing be-
tween the members comprising the standard
12. The shovel blade 18 may be of any
design or construction depending upon the
character of the work to be performed or
the nature of the soil.- The shovel blade
moves with the standard 12 when the latter
is adjusted by turning the same about the
pivot fastening 14. :

As indicated in Figs. 1 and 2, the im-
plement is provided with a scraper, the
same consisting of-a blade 20 and an up-
right 21, the latter being secured to the
beam 1 in any substantial and preferred
way. The blade 20 has its lower portion
curved forwardly so as to scrape the sur-
face of the ground and remove trash or
other obstructing material. The seraper is
preferably disposed with the blade 20 in-
clining” outwardly and forwardly so as to
throw the trash against the opposite wing
of the shovel blade 18 and away from the
plants being cultivated.

In the modification shown in Figs. 4 and
5, the implement is adapted for use as a
cultivator -and harrow and in addition to
the parts hereinbefore described a harrow or
cultivator attachment is provided, the same
being connected to the beam 1. The har-
row or. cultivator attachment comprises a
plurality of teeth 22, which have their up-
per ends brought together upon opposite
sides of the beam 1 and attached thereto by
bolts or fastenings 23, the latter passing
through registering openings formed in the
upper ends of the teeth 22 and in the beam
1. The teeth 22 curve throughout their

1,267,502

length and their lower rear ends are spread
so as to oceupy regular spaced positions.
The points of the teeth 22 are preferably
disposed in transverse alinement and the
teeth are located in equal number upon op-
posite sides of the beam. The cultivator or
harrow attachment is disposed so as to
operate upon the soil in advance of the
shovel blade 18, the purpose being to break
up clods and to pulverize and level the
soil.

It is observed that the forward end of
the shoe 18 underlies the lower end of the
standard 12, thereby preventing clogging of
the joint between such standard and run-
ner. When it is required to adjust the pitch
of the shovel blade 18 the fastening 17 is
removed and the upper end of the standard
12 moved forward or rearward as may be
required, such standard turning upon the
pivot fastening 14. The standard with
the shovel blade is secured in the adjusted

-position by replacing the fastening 17

through registering openings formed in the
standard and beam.

The implement is constructed with spe-
cial reference to its easy control, ready
adaptation to the many conditions met with
in the use of implements of this character
and ease and facility of adjustment to vary
the depth of operation of the shovel blade
or like part attached to the standard.

It is observed that the handle bars 2 have

a firm and rigid connection with the beam’

and plow, the latter serving as bracing
means for the handle which will in turn
act as a stay for the runner, there being s,
mutual codperation between such parts.
The runner in addition to forming a sup-
port for the standard 12 and a brace for
the handle bars also serves as means for
steadying the implement when in operation,
said runner being braced at its lower for-
ward end by the standard 12, which as in-
dicated extends between the free end of the
member 4 and the beam.

I claim:—

In an implement of the character set
forth, a beam, inclined handle bars con-
nected with the rear of the beam, a runner
comprising a lower portion substantially
parallel with the beam and an upwardly

‘extending portion at the rear of the hori-

zontal portion having at its upper end an
inclined portion secured to the beam, the
handle bars being connected to the runner
at the junction of the upwardly extending
and inclined portions, the horizontal por-
tion having a vertically disposed longi-
tudinal slot intermediate its ends, a stand-
ard pivoted to the forward end of the said
portion of the runner and having at its up-
per end portions extending on opposite sides
of the beam, said beam having a series of
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openings concentric with the pivotal con- runner, and a bolt passing through the shoe
nection of the standard and the runner, the and the slot for adjustably connecting the
portions of the standard having an opening shoe to the runner.

adapted to register therewith to receive a GEORGE BLEDSOE.
securing means, and a shovel blade attached Witnesses:

to the standard and movable therewith, a . R. W. Herrine,

shoe beneath the horizontal portion of the H. B. Aser.

Coples of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, 0.”



